UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Bm 1 450 

AlexBnfria. Viisbua 223 13-14S0 
www.u$plo.gov 



I APPUCATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONHRMATION NO. 

10/698,089 10/31/2003 AnkurBhatt 13906-119001 / 9708 

2003P00394 

32864 7590 02/16/2006 [ EXAMINER 

FISH & RICHARDSON, P.C. debrow, james j 

PO BOX 1 022 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55440-1022 | art unit | paper number 

2176 



DATE MAILED: 02/16/2006 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Suminarv 


Application No. 

10/698.089 


Appllcant(s) 

BHATT ET AL, 


Examiner 
James J. Debrow 


Art Unit 
2176 





- r/ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action Is responsive to communications: Application filed on 10/31/2003. 

2. Claims 1-18 are pending in the case. Claims 1, and 10, are independent claims. 



Application/Control Number: 10/698,089 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2176 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-18, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bowman-Amuah (Patent No.: 6,615,253 B1; Filing Date: August 31, 1999). 

In regards to independent claims 1,and 10, Bowman-Amuah discloses a 
system for retrieving data from a server for execution of client-side applications. 
Bowman-Amuah discloses applications request reports services by sending a message 
to the reporting frame work, which Is capable of generating scheduled reports, which 
are based upon time and/or date requirements, and on-demand reports, which are 
requested by users with specific parameters, and event-driven reports, based on a 
business or system event (column 109, lines 55-66; column 110, lines 1-3). Bowman- 
Amuah also discloses, report generation is supported by an additional report writer 
process, which contains all application-defined report writer modules. These modules 
contain the logic to produce each of the report types that may be requested (column 
111, lines 39-42). Bowman-Amuah discloses many database and application 
development tools are shipped with built in or add-on report writing capability. However 
stand-alone report writes (external reporting applications) are more powerful and 
flexible, and excel in ease of use both in designing and generating reports (column 47, 
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lines 41-51). Using Fig. 31, Bowman-Amuah illustrates the report generation process, in 
which the Report Process receives a request for a report. The Report Process sends 
the request to the Report Writer Process module, which generates the requested report 
(output file). Bowman-Amuah also discloses many user interfaces allow users to query 
databases for lists of data. As illustrated in Fig. 96, and Fig. 97, Bowman-Amuah 
teaches, the query will retrieve every customer from the database, and the user 
Interface will display tt\e customers in a list box (list view displaying data objects), which 
the customer then scroll through the data and select a particular entry (selection from 
list box) for further investigation (column 227, lines 35-40). Bowman-Amuah further 
discloses a computer program containing code segments, which when executed on a 
computer performs efficient data retrieval, the computer program being embodied on a 
computer readable medium (column 309, lines 48-51). 

Bowman-Amuah does not disclose expressly, launching the external reporting 
application. 

However, within the Report Writer Process module (Fig. 31), Bowman-Amuah 
displays an "Other Report Write" module. At the time of the invention, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art that this module would have been 
used to launch external reporting applications. The motivation in doing so would have 
been that stand-alone report writers (external reporting applications) typically retrieves 
information from more data sources than bundled report writers, and are also capable of 
creating reports from several data sources simultaneously (column 47, lines 47-48). 
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In regards to dependent claims 2, and 11, Bowman-Amuah does not 
disclose expressly, user selection of the reporting application. 

However, within the Report Writer Process module (Fig. 31), Bowman-Amuah 
displays an "Other Report Write" module. At the time of the invention, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill In the art that this module would have been 
used for the user to select, and launch external reporting applications. The motivation 
In doing so would have been that stand-alone report writers (external reporting 
applications) typically retrieves information from more data sources than bundled report 
writers, and are also capable of creating reports from several data sources 
simultaneously (column 47, lines 47-48). 

In regards to dependent claims 3, and 12, Bowman-Amuah discloses the Web 
Server Services enable organizations to manage and publish information, and over the 
Internet, and intranet environments. The services support managing most fomnats such 
as HTML, Microsoft Word, etc {Microsoft Excel) (column 107, lines 23-28; 2820 Fig. 28). 
Bowman-Amuah also discloses, Microsoft Index Server 1.1 allows for search of web 
documents. Including Microsoft Word, and Microsoft Excel (column 55, lines 51-52). 
Bowman-Amuah further discloses a computer program containing code segments, 
which when executed on a computer performs efficient data retrieval, the computer 
program being embodied on a computer readable medium (column 309, lines 48-51). 
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In regards to dependent claims 4, 5, 13, and 14, Bowman-Amuah discloses 
many user Interfaces allow users to query databases for lists of data. As illustrated in 
Fig. 96, and Fig. 97, Bowman-Amuah teaches, the query will retrieve every customer 
from the database, and the user interface will display the customers in a list box, which 
the customer then scroll through the data and select a particular entry for further 
investigation (column 227, lines 35-40). Bowman-Amuah further discloses a computer 
program containing code segments, which when executed on a computer pertomns 
efficient data retrieval, the computer program being embodied on a computer readable 
medium (column 309, lines 48-51). 

In regards to dependent claims 6, 7, 15, and 16, Bowman-Amuah teaches 
Microsoft has in introduced /\cf/VeX documents which allow Forms such as Word 
documents (output file). Excel spreadsheet (output file includes object field and 
attributes). Visual Basic windows to be view directly from Internet Explorer just like 
HTML pages (column 45, lines 24-27). Bowman-Amuah further discloses a computer 
program containing code segments, which when executed on a computer performs 
efficient data retrieval, the computer program being embodied on a computer readable 
medium (column 309, lines 48-51). 

In regards to dependent claims 8, and 17, Bowman-Amuah teaches a plug-in 
(plug-and-play) is a software program that is specifically written to be executed within a 
browser for the purpose of providing additional functionality that is not natively 
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supported by the browser (external reporting applications), such as viewing and playing 
unique data (tabulated report) or media types (column 43, lines 52-56). Bowman- 
Amuah further discloses a computer program containing code segments, which when 
executed on a computer performs efficient data retrieval, the computer program being 
embodied on a computer readable medium (column 309, lines 48-51). 

In regards to dependent claims 9, and 18, Bowman-Amuah teaches Microsoft 
has in introduced >Acf/VeX documents which allow Forms such as Word documents, 
Excel spreadsheet (tabulated report). Visual Basic windows to be view directly from 
Internet Explorer just like HTML pages (column 45, lines 24-27). Bowman-Amuah 
further discloses a computer program containing code segments, which when executed 
on a computer performs efficient data retrieval, the computer program being embodied 
on a computer readable medium (column 309, lines 48-51). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James J. Debrow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5768. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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